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Dear Ms. Walker,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the state of Florida’s request to assume
administration of the Clean Water Act 404 Permitting Program. I believe that State assumption
will lead to more efficient permitting processes, reduction of costs, conservation of resources
and, most importantly, enhanced protection for Florida’s wetlands.

At the root of our state’s desire to operate the 404 program is a passion for protecting and
restoring Florida’s environment. Florida’s natural resources are central to our economy, our
quality of life, and our identity. It is for this reason that we are especially excited about the 404
program. State assumption will grant more localized control over our ecological communities
allowing the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s (FDEP) capable and passionate
staff to administer a program that will be just as stringent, if not more stringent than the existing
program.

The assumption of the 404 Program will also allow for Florida to continue to work closely with
our Federal partners for the restoration and preservation of our natural environment. Again, I
fully support FDEP’s assumption of this program and encourage you to approve the application.

Sincerely,

State Senator, District 17
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